TRAIL ASSESSMENT FORM

	Doc. #
	2029
	Trail Name 
	Yellow Dot Loop Trail
	Trail Type: 
	Wide - M
	Condition 
	Good

	
	

	Route:
	Houghton Pond Recreation Area clockwise around Houghton Pond and return Houghton Pond Recreation Area 

	Recent Weather:
	Sunny in the 50’s. Heavy rain and wind in last 24 hours. 

	TRAIL LANDMARKS


	· Access to the trailhead is by way of the Houghton Pond parking area located on the southeast side of Hillside Street ¼ mile east of the Blue Hill River Road intersection. From the SW side of the parking area, enter the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area through the main entrance. 

· The Houghton Pond Recreation area consists of Houghton’s Pond, visitor center, playground, concession stand, restrooms, public beach, bath house, picnic areas, tennis courts and ball fields. This loop trail circumnavigates the pond on a variety of treadway types and terrain.

· Trail begins at the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area signage and follows the yellow and green dot blazes. Treadway leaves from a public water fountain and at this point the Yellow Dot Loop Trail and the Green Dot Trail share the same treadway. Treadway is packed gravel at road width.

· For the purpose of this assessment this trail as surveyed in a clockwise direction. (East)

· Treadway passes the Visitor Center on the left at 280 feet at road width.

· Treadway passes the Houghton’s Pond public beach on the right at 430 feet.

· CV under the treadway running L to R at 485 feet. Left side is covered by a wooden deck overlooking a small marsh. Right side is of concrete construction with 30” steel corrugated pipe.

· DT to the Left of treadway at .15 miles

· Treadway passes the William J Scannell Bathhouse on the right and a picnic area  #1 on the left at .17 miles

· Treadway enters an intersection at .23 miles. Road width paths leaves on the left, Green Dot Trail continues straight while the Yellow Dot Loop Trail leaves on the right towards the pond at road width. Group picnic area is to the right.

· DT leaves treadway on the right towards pond at .29 miles.

· Treadway begins to descend towards the pond at .31 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .33 miles.

· Treadway continues to follow the shoreline through .34 miles following yellow dot blazes.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .35 miles.

· Treadway enters a clearing and a picnic area at .37 miles while a road width path enters on the left and continues to follow the shoreline.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .4 miles while treadway is reduced to footpath width providing a great view of the pond and Great Blue Hill.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .44 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .45 miles.

· Treadway returns to road width and begins ascending at .46 miles.

· Two unnamed paths leave on left at .47 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .49 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .50 miles.

· Treadway enters an intersection at .53 miles. Yellow Dot Loop Trail enters into a road width path from the ball field parking area and an unnamed path leaves on the right to the pond.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .56 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .58 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to a clearing and pond at .60 miles.

· Treadway enters an intersection at .63 miles with a road width path leaves on the right to a clearing. Treadway continues at road width to the left.

· Unnamed path leaves on right through a clearing to pond at .64 miles.

· Unnamed paths enter the treadway at road width into a clearing at .66 miles.

· Unnamed (Massachuseuck Trail) path leaves on the left at road width to a fire gate and ball field parking access road at .68 miles. 

· Treadway continues through wonderful pine groves through .77 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .77 miles.

· Yellow Dot Loop Trail leaves the main road width path towards the pond and a landing at .79 miles. The road width treadway continues straight. Could use an additional blaze at this intersection. It is blazed further ahead but just out of sight. (1)

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .84 miles.

· CV under the treadway at .86 miles. Rkw construction, 36” clay pipe. Good.

· Unnamed path leaves on left to Blue Hill River Road at .88 miles.

· Treadway enters a clearing at .89 miles at road width continuing to follow the shore. 

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .9 miles.

· Information board to the right of the treadway at .91 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on the left at road width at .93 miles to a fire gate on Blue Hill River Road.

· Unnamed path leaves on the left at road width at .94 miles to a fire gate on Blue Hill River Road.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .95 miles.

· Unnamed path leaves on right to pond at .96 miles.

· Treadway leaves the clearing and begins to descend into the woods at 1.0 miles at road width.

· Unnamed path leaves on the left at road width at 1.03 miles.

· CV under the treadway at 1.04 miles. Two 24” corrugated steel pipes. Good.

· Treadway enters an intersection at 1.06 miles. Right treadway leads to pond and the left continues to follow the yellow blazes into a clearing. 

· Moderate to severe erosion in the treadway as it ascends and enters the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area center at 1.09 miles. DT to the right of the treadway is not effective due to the wooden water bars and treads used to direct drainage into the ditch being impacted with gravel and need to be restored. (1)

· Treadway enters the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area center at 1.1 miles.

· Small parking are on Hillside Street is to the left of the treadway.

· Treadway enters the circle at the snack bar at 1.12 miles.

· Treadway enters the main entry road into the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area at the water fountain at 1.17 miles, competing the Yellow Dot Loop,

	MINOR
PROBLEM

AREAS
	1. Yellow Dot Loop Trail leaves the main road width path towards the pond and a landing at .79 miles. The road width treadway continues straight. Could use an additional blaze at this intersection. It is blazed further ahead but just out of sight. (1)

	MAJOR
PROBLEM AREAS
	1. Moderate to severe erosion in the treadway as it ascends and enters the Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area center at 1.09 miles. DT to the right of the treadway is not effective due to the wooden water bars and treads used to direct drainage into the ditch being impacted with gravel and need to be restored. (1)

	DISTANCES TO MAJOR INTERSECTIONS
	· Houghton’s Pond Recreation Area Yellow Dot Trailhead around the pond and return to the  trailhead – 1.17 miles 

	Report prepared by:
	Ken Jones – 10/8/2009
	Assessment date:
	10/8/2009


Abbreviations: 

Usage type: foot traffic only (H), multi-use (M)
waterbars (wb)               small blowdowns (sbd)

culverts(cv)                     large blowdowns (lbd)

rolling dips (rd)               rock work (rkw)

bridges (br)                     bridge building (bbd),

bog bridges (bb)             culvert replacement (cr)

rock stairs (rs)                 trail relocation (tr),

cribbing (cb)                    building new trail drainage (ntd)

retaining walls (rw)         brushing needed (bn)

ditches (dt)                       excessive erosion (ee) 

leaning tree (lt)







