Friends of the Blue Hills

Trail Construction Proposal

Project Number:
(last 2 digits of year, dash, number, e.g. 09-007)

Trail Name:

(e.g. South Skyline Trail)
Section Name/Description:
(e.g. 30 Yards East of Marker 1123 (Coon Hollow))

Issue Construction Will Address:


(e.g. The trail crosses a small stream at a single length, log footbridge that is heavily eroded with exposed nails. Bridge is hazardous to hikers and must be removed.  Replace with stepping stones. )

Proposed Action:

(e.g. Bridge needs to be removed and dismantled to collect nails.  Logs should be discarded in the woods.  Local stones can be collected and placed at one foot intervals to ford the stream.  Stones should be about 14” above the bottom of the stream to allow for times of high water. )

Proposed Steps:


(e.g. 

· The existing bridge structure needs to be removed.  One end of the bridge is impacted in the bank.  The bridge can be removed by prying the impacted end from the bank with a pick mattock.  Leave as much of the bank in place as possible.

· A sledgehammer may be needed to separate the logs and to remove the nails.  Collect the nails for disposal and drag the logs into the woods out of sight.

·  Locate a large rock or two on site in place where the log was removed from the bank.  The rock must hold the bank in place.  Determine if this stone is the best spot to anchor the first stepping stone or whether the crossing needs to be located slightly (about two feet) downstream.

· Locate another five (approx.) significant rocks to be used to ford the stream.  Select rocks that will be stable in the stream and relatively flat on the surface.  They need to be dug in at least six inches below the streambed to anchor them.  Test for stability by jumping from stone to stone.

· There is a considerable snag upstream from the crossing that should be removed to improve flow.  Drag branches out of the stream and move into the woods out of site.  Move rocks as necessary to improve flow.)

Describe any surrounding wetlands or sensitive areas:

(e.g. This is a stream crossing but is not a sensitive area.)

Other Thoughts & Considerations:

(e.g. The wooden footbridge is being replaced due to its rotted condition.  Stepping stones are being used to minimize the amount of maintenance needed in the future and to add a more attractive, interesting crossing.  This should be monitored in the future to confirm the decision to install stepping stones was an effective decision.)

Estimated Number of Volunteers and Total Time Estimate:



(e.g. The work can be done by 4 people for 3 hours or a total of 12 hours.)

Tools, Equipment & Materials Needed for Project:

(e.g.


· 2 pick mattocks

· 1 Hazel hoe

· 1 shovel

· 2 iron rakes

· 1 lopper

· hand saw

· rock bar

· Crow bar  )

Summary of Documents Attached:

(e.g.



· Exhibit A - Drawing showing the work site for this project )

Comments:



Proposal Submitted By:     

Date Submitted:


